KING  CHARLES I                     QI
Parliament. Pym had much ado to preserve the atmosphere of panic with rumours of plots and spates of petitions, against evil counsellors. Papists, and bishops. At last he hit on a scheme which drove the King from his strong defensive position and stung him into action. Charles heard that the Commons were going to impeach the Queen, whose intrigues to win the Papal support for her husband could easily be construed as high treason. Again, Charles's love for his wife proved a fatal handicap to his policy. He decided to strike first and sent his Attorney-General to the House of Lords with an accusation of treason against one of their number and five of the Commons (including Pym and Hampden). He demanded their arrest, but neither House seemed likely to obey him. This was on January 3, 1642, and the next day Charles - goaded by his wife, whose impatient temper was sharpened by the danger in which she lived - went with an armed escort to the Commons to effect the arrest. But the accused Members had already escaped, having been warned by traitors about the Court. One of these, Lady Carlisle, was supposed to be the Queen's dearest friend, and had been told in confidence of the intended manoeuvre. Many years later Henrietta recalled how she had confessed to her husband her fatal indiscretion, and that he had never uttered a word of reproach. It was this quality of magnanimity, becoming more conspicuous as his fortunes darkened, that won him the devotion he had lacked in happier days.
It is doubtful, even if Charles had brought the leaders to trial, whether he would have been able